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on his return from Chili of having entered Cusco by force;
and of having imprisoned him and his brother without any
reason: also of having shared out the land in his own way
without an authority from the emperor; of having been the
cause of the death of many Spaniards; of having broken the
league and his oath; and of having fought against the king's
laws.    The sentence being communicated to Alrnagro, he
was extremely cast down at it, and wished to appeal to the
emperor.  Then, Pizarro refusing him this favour, he begged
of him, for the love of the mercy of God, to consent to repeal
the sentence, as the prisoner was already old, weak, and
gouty; and if he would not release him from prison, he
might keep him confined during the short remainder of his
days, to do penance for his sins; entreating Fernando espe-
cially to consider, that his very dear brother the marquis
was in great measure indebted to him for having risen to such
great honour and riches; that even he (Fernando) had been
his prisoner, and he might have killed him with a safe hand,
yet he refrained from doing it.    Pizarro was also entreated
by several gentlemen, especially by Diego d'Alvarado, who,
when he made up their previous quarrel, staked his life
for whichever of them failed in his word, and  all with
abundance of tears, and with such words as would have
softened the head of the most ferocious lion, and mollified a
heart harder than a diamond; but from this man it was never
possible to extract a symptom of pity, as is acknowledged
and attested.    Ferdinand Pizarro sent orders to the prison
that he should be strangled; and that his head should then
be publicly cut off in the market-place.    This was the end
of Diego d'Almagro.1    Such cruelty displeased many, but
1 Thus perished the valiant and open-hearted Almagro, A.D. 1538, in
his seventy-fifth year ; and his body was treated with all the ignominy
of a common felon. It is remarkable how few of the eminent men among
those discoverers and conquerors of the New World died in peace : and
it is also a singular trait in their characters that, during their desolating
career, they were equally reckless of life and fearful of a future state of